
 

 

A parish sharing our God-given gifts 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

We are still in the time of Lent as I 
write this for the seasons of 
Easter and Spring. Lent is a time 
for us to recall Jesus’ own 40 
days in the desert when He was 
tempted by the devil. Jesus was 
tempted not once, not twice, but 

three times. And yet, His answer to each tempta-
tion was “NO” as we have read in scripture. Let us 
also turn away from sin this Lent, and instead, turn 
our hearts more to Jesus as an example to others. 
Throughout Jesus’ life He always made time to 
pray and to be in His Father’s presence.  
 

We can pray at home or wherever we are, but 
imagine finding yourself even closer to Jesus by 
attending Mass more often. Our numbers are    
going down in attendance at Mass on a regular 
basis for all those registered in the parish. We 
have even added a late Sunday afternoon Mass at 
4:30 p.m. to encourage more people to attend 
Mass, making it convenient for those busy in the 
morning. This has increased attendance, but most 
of those attending this Mass are not from our    

parish. WE NEED YOU!!! Come and worship with 
us!! 
 

Easter is that time of year when we not only    
celebrate Easter one day of the year, but we   
celebrate Easter for 50 days until Pentecost. This 
is the most joyous time of year for the Church. It is 
a time for us to remember that Jesus came to 
earth, not only to die for our sins, but to bring us 
LIFE…a new life with Him in heaven. Through His 
Resurrection, we have life eternal. This Easter we 
will remember the past, but we must look ahead to 
the future as well. As you gather with your family 
and friends, take time together to share your fond 
memories and make new ones too. Hold on to 
those who have gone, and remember the fun of 
past Easter days and the beautiful memories they 
have given you. Remember to make new ones  
because “memories will last forever”. 
 

Our parish has been blessed by some very      
generous people recently. We have received one 
donation of $7,500 and another for $2,000. The 
generous givers have asked that their donations 
remain  in  the  parish. We  want  to thank them for  
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their kindness. We have also received some new 
furniture for our Parish Center to use in the    
meeting lounge. Two sofas and four chairs were 
given to us from Schmaedeke Funeral Home. We 
also want to thank them for their donation and 
generosity. And, of course, I want to thank ALL of 
you for supporting our parish and giving of your 
time, talent and treasure this past year. 
 

In 2020 we will be activated in the Archdiocese 
“Renew My Church” initiative as a way of parishes 
working together as followers of Christ. As you 
have heard, this is the Archdiocese’s way of     
consolidating and closing parishes and schools 
that have experienced low enrollment or financial 
difficulties. We don’t have to worry about the 
school since it closed last year. All parishes will be 
affected by this discussion and process. So 
PLEASE, we need you to participate as much as 
you can to show the Archdiocese that we ARE a 
vital parish with all its members working to bring 
God’s words and actions to others. 
 

Our Experience Religion (ER) Program will be 
coming to an end soon. Under the direction and 
leadership of Barb Zickterman and the dedicated 
teachers, aides and volunteers, this year has been 
exciting, fun and a great experience for all the  
children and their families to learn and practice 
their faith. They have participated in Mass as     
lectors, greeters, altar servers and have raised 
their voices in song and praise to God. They have 
done a great job and have been a blessing to our 
parish. Our enrollment for this year is 61 students 
and we are hopeful not only to increase             
participation in the program but also to teach more 
children of Jesus’ great love for each of them. 
Please watch for upcoming information on        
registration for next year in order to fulfill your                
responsibility as parents/ guardians to commit your 

children to learn and be a part of their Catholic 
faith as well as our parish community. 
 

We have encountered some unexpected expenses 
since the great “freeze” of this winter. Our Parish 
Center was flooded on the first floor requiring us to 
move BEDS Plus to the school as its new location. 
This would have had to be done regardless due to 
the Fire Alarm System that the Village and Fire 
Department have requested. We installed three 
new motors, two for the church and one for the 
school. And, because of the flood, we will have to 
do something with the boiler room in the Parish 
Center that was also under water. Thank God that 
our insurance will cover most of the expenses. 
 

This Easter we will be welcoming one new     
member into our Church who will receive all the 
Sacraments. He is Bert Travis. We also have two 
members who will complete their Sacraments, and 
they are Michelle Snider and Oscar Mora. Thank 
you for your commitment and “Congratulations and 
Welcome” as we share Jesus’ love with you. 
 

There are so many events that will be happening, 
too many to mention, so please check the bulletin 
whether on line or pick one up in Church. Some 
upcoming events are the New Evangelization 
Summit on May 4, “Peace and All Good”           
presented by the Franciscan Sisters of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help (a.k.a. our school sisters who have 
served our parish all these years) on May 6, Trivia 
Night on May 11, and Motorcycle and Bicycle 
Blessing on May 27. As Dr. Phil says, “All we need 
is YOU!!” 
 

May your Easter be blessed! HAPPY EASTER! 
HE HAS RISEN! ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA! 
 

Fr. Wayne and Daisy 

This Easter Oscar Mora (left) and Michelle Snider (center) 
will complete their Sacraments. Bert Travis (right) will receive 
all of the Sacraments. We thank them for their commitment – 
and we congratulate and welcome them! 
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Peter’s Points to Ponder 
 

By Fr. Peter Cyscon 
 

That was the title of the parish bulletin I wrote in my 26½ years as a pastor         
(14 years at Saint Odilo in Berwyn and 12½ years at Saint Fabian in Bridgeview). 
 

The Our Lady of the Ridge Parish Stewardship Committee invited me to share 
some thoughts on the topic of Stewardship – how we might share some of our 
Time, Talent and Treasure. And, as you know, Treasure does not just mean 
money. There is a special treasure God has given us all. 

 

Many years ago there was a story in Newsweek magazine. The picture with the story showed three 
boys, kneeling in the front pew at church. The story told how Jerry, the oldest boy, always turned on the 
radio when he got up each morning. He like to listen to the news while he dressed for school. That  
morning, the news was bad. Someone had placed a bomb on an airplane flight. The bomb exploded 
while the plane was in the air and 44 people were killed. 
 

Jerry finished dressing and walked downstairs. He saw his grandmother and the priest from his church 
standing inside his home. Jerry looked at them and said, “My mother and father were on that plane, 
weren’t they?” And he was right. 
 

Later that day, the children of Saint Gabiel, where Jerry and his brothers went to school, asked the    
pastor to have a prayer service for Jerry and his brothers. The pastor asked Jerry, who was 11-years-
old, if this would be alright and Jerry said it would be a good thing to do. Then he asked, “Could we pray 
for the person who killed my mother and father?” 
 

Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said ‘you shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy,’ but I 
say to you that you should love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.” It is interesting 
that the hero in this story is a child. It often seems that children seem to understand the teachings of  
Jesus better than adults do. That might be why Jesus also said, “Unless you become like children, you 
will not enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
 

We might ask ourselves: What should we do when we find it difficult or impossible to love an enemy? 
What do we do when we find it difficult to pray for someone who has hurt us? What do we do when we 
find it impossible to forgive? “Everything,” the old saying tells us, “comes in threes.” Pray to God for the 
grace to forgive; pray for that person; try to look on that person as he or she is: a child of God. 
 

(Now, after almost eight months here, I had another thought. The OLOR “From the Pastor” column in the 
bulletin should really be called “Wayne’s Words of Wisdom.” What do you think about that? 

 

 

ER students participate in 
Mass throughout the year. 
A 5th grader serves as a 
lector (left) and 1st, 2nd 

and 3rd graders 
joyfully sing (right). 

 
Thank you for sharing 

your gifts! 
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The M.O.M.S. Ministry 
 

M.O.M.S. stands for Ministry of Mothers Sharing. Our ministry welcomes women of all ages and from all 
paths of motherhood. We meet on the first Monday of each month (with a few exceptions during holiday 
weeks). We meet in the Gathering Space of the Church starting at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Our gathering starts and ends in a circle of prayer and we share about different topics that focus on 
Christian women and also stories of the joys and challenges of motherhood. We also share about the 
challenges we face in our own daily lives. Each month we pick prayer partners and keep each other’s 
personal intentions close in our hearts and prayers throughout the month. 
 
If you’re interested in joining the Our Lady M.O.M.S. Ministry, please email RitaPratl@comcast.net – or 
join us in the Gathering Space on any first Monday. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

There is a sacred thread connecting us to one another. 

  

 

Holy Thursday Pilgrimage 
 

Depart from Our Lady of the Ridge after the 
7:00 p.m. Mass of the Last Supper to visit 

churches in the area for personal prayer and 
reflection. The cost is $15 per person. Call the 

Rectory at (708) 425-3800 to reserve your spot. 

mailto:RitaPratl@comcast.net
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The Adoration Chapel 
 

The Adoration Chapel was built to offer a place to adore and be in the presence of Jesus outside of 
Mass. It is located behind the Parish Center and open twelve hours a day, from 6:00 a.m. to noon, and 
again from 6:00 p.m. to midnight. It is also open from 3:00-4:00 in the afternoon for the Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy, and on Saturday afternoons for a Cenacle of Prayer. 
 

The chapel provides the opportunity to spend some quiet time with the “hidden Jesus” in the Eucharist. 
Although He is hidden under the appearance of the host, He is truly there and waits for each one of us 
with infinite love. 
 

Are you worried or anxious about anything? Come to Him for peace. Are you confused and lacking    
direction in your life? He will help you discern your path. Are you struggling with family problems? He is 
waiting to help heal the wounds of you and your family. Are you suffering in body, mind, or spirit? He is 
there to console and strengthen you. You may not receive everything you want from Him, but you will 
receive everything you need. He will help you to find what the world can never give you. And in the  
process, you will grow closer to Him and learn to love and trust Him more. 
 

Come to the chapel and spend time with the One who loves you more than you can imagine. 
 

You are free to drop in whenever you like, but to help keep our chapel 
open, we need committed adorers. Please consider signing up for an 
hour, or least becoming a substitute. Call Marianne Grisolano at (708) 

361-3876 to volunteer. 

 
The Pro-Life Ministry 

 

The goal of the Our Lady of the Ridge Pro-Life Ministry is to promote a 
culture of life from conception to natural death and to support family life 
in our parish and in the broader community through prayer, education, 
and service. 
 

The world is becoming more and more comfortable with the idea that eliminating people is the best way 
to alleviate suffering and solve problems. Whether it is through abortion or euthanasia, this “quick fix”  
results in the death of an innocent human being. 
 

We strive to show that there is a better way, one in keeping with God’s plan for all of us. We believe that 
with compassion, support, and generosity, people can be helped at every stage of life and in every  
situation: pregnancy, infancy, childhood, illness, and old age, to live out their lives until God calls them 
back to Himself. 
 

In our “throw away culture,” as Pope Francis has called it, the message of the intrinsic value of life is 
more important than ever. We must speak for those who can’t speak for themselves to say that         
everyone, in every circumstance, is important because we are all infinitely loved by our Creator. 
 

Join us in this mission. Our meetings are held on the second Sunday of the month (unless it falls on a 
holiday) at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Center. Call Marianne Grisolano at (708) 361-3876 if you would like 
more information. 
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Prayers for Lent 
 

Pray for Transformation this Lent 
 

Most people have never prayed a prayer of transformation. Too often 
when we pray, we pray for tweaking. We want God to tweak this and 
tweak that. 
 

Let’s be honest. We don’t necessarily want our lives transformed. Transforma-
tion may seem attractive in a moment of blissfully holy  idealistic exuberance or at 
a moment of crisis, but the everyday reality is we like to distance ourselves from the inner work 
required to bring about such a transformation. 
 

Sure, we want some tweaking, but not transformation. This desire for tweaking is selective and 
selfish, while transformation is total and selfless. 
 

We pray for tweaking – and then we wonder why God doesn’t answer our prayers. The reason is 
simple: God is not interested in tweaking. God is in the business of transformation. He wants to 
turn your life upside down, which as it turns out is right side up. If you want to see something    
incredible, start praying for transformation. That’s a prayer God will answer.  
 
 
 
 

Prayers for Lent during Holy Week 
 

Lenten Prayer for Holy Thursday 
 

Jesus, in these last few days leading up to Easter, as I recall your passion and death, let me    
remember that, above all, I am called to feed your sheep. You have given me a model of how to 
live; may I strive to be all that you created me for, spreading the love of God and the truth of our 
Catholic faith wherever I am able. You are the way, the truth, and the life. Amen.  
 
Lenten Prayer for Good Friday 
 

Jesus, no one knows change better than you. You died on the cross, and three days later you 
rose from the dead. Forty days later you ascended into heaven and left the world transformed for 
the rest of time. Help me to transform my soul, to die to sin and death and be reborn in your love 
and eternal life. Amen. 
 
Lenten Prayer for Holy Saturday 
 

Jesus, you are courage incarnate. As you hung on the cross for my sins and the sins of the world, 
you showed me that all things are possible. You knew that life did not end on the cross. It was 
only the beginning of a new and glorious eternal life. Amen. 
 
Lenten Prayer for Easter 
 

Almighty Father, I thank you for the gift of your son, Jesus Christ, who rose from the dead and  
redeemed humankind. Fill us with the fire of the Holy Spirit, that we may be faithful disciples and 
enthusiastic witnesses of our Catholic faith. Alleluia, Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed.  

 

– From DynamicCatholic.com 
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
COUNCIL # 13201 IS SPONSORING 

 

40 CANS FOR LENT FOOD DRIVE 
THROUGH EASTER SUNDAY ~ THERE IS A TABLE IN THE GATHERING 

SPACE FOR  NON-PERISHABLE FOOD ITEMS 
 

OVER THE LAST TWO YEARS OUR PARISH HAS GENEROUSLY DONATED OVER 2,600 LBS. 
OF NON-PERISHABLE FOOD ITEMS TO OUR ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TREMENDOUS GENEROSITY!  
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR: 
TRIVIA NIGHT (MAY 11) AND MOTORCYLE BLESSING (MAY 27) 

The New Evangelization Summit is a 
conference that brings together 
powerful speakers who will provide 
inspiration and encouragement on 
the fundamental mission of the 
Church. This annual event will be 
held in Ottawa, Canada and 
streamed to 54 host-sites. Our Lady 
of the Ridge is the only host site in 
the state of Illinois. All Catholics 
from any parish are welcome to 
attend. 
 

This event is free but registration is 
required (so we know how much 
food to order for continental 
breakfast and lunch). You are asked 
simply to listen to the speakers and 
enjoy a free lunch. 
 

Registration opens at 8:15 a.m. The 
conference runs from 8:45 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. in the school gym. 
  

Please e-mail Rick Landry at 
rick.landry@gmail.com or call the 
Rectory at (708) 425-3800 and leave 
a message for him if you have any 
questions. 



10811 S. Ridgeland  
Chicago Ridge, IL 60415 

(708) 425-3800 
www.ourladyoftheridge.org  

 

Mass Schedule 
 

Sunday Eucharist 
7:30, 9:30 and 11:30 a.m. 

and 4:30 p.m. 
 (Saturday 5:00 p.m.) 

 

Holy Day Eucharist 
7:00, 8:30 and 10:00 a.m. 

 (Vigil 7:00 p.m.) 
 

Weekday Eucharist 
Monday through Wednesday: 

7:00 and 8:30 a.m. 
Thursday through Saturday: 

8:30 a.m. 
 

Sacrament of Penance 
Saturday: 4:00-4:45 p.m. 

Easter Schedule 
 

Confessions ~ Thursday, April 11 ~ 7:00 p.m. in Church 
 

Palms ~ Saturday, April 13 & Sunday, April 14 
Distributed at all Masses 

 

The Lord’s Last Supper ~ Thursday, April 18 ~ 7:00 p.m. 
Pilgrimage to local churches follows 
Adoration after Mass until midnight 

 

Stations of the Cross ~ Friday, April 19 ~ 3:00 p.m. 
 

The Passion of the Lord ~ Friday, April 19 ~ 7:00 p.m. 
 

Blessing of Easter Baskets ~ Saturday, April 20 ~ 11:00 a.m. 
 

Easter Vigil ~ Saturday, April 20 ~ 7:00 p.m. 
 

Easter Sunday Masses ~ April 21 ~ 7:30, 9:30 and 11:30 a.m. 
There will not be a 4:30 p.m. Mass on Easter Sunday 

Have you moved? Do you want 
to stop receiving O.L.O.R. mail 
and envelopes? Please call the  
Rectory at  (708) 425-3800 so 
you can be listed as a non-
active member or no longer a 
parishioner. Thank you. 


